ABSTRACT

The focus of this paper is on the development of co-operative working relationships, or partnerships, between railways, their employees and other organizations in the wider community with a strong interest in improving railway safety. The purpose of forming these partnerships is to ensure that the greatest and widest level of expertise is brought to bear on finding solutions to the most persistent and serious railway safety problems.

The paper uses safety at railway level crossings as an example of an aspect of railway safety, which stands to benefit most from the formation of partnerships in order to reduce significantly, if not to eliminate completely, accident occurrences and the loss of life and personal injury sustained in accidents. 

It draws on the findings of a recent study undertaken by the author on behalf of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). This study addressed the level crossing safety problem throughout Asia, reviewed the level crossing safety trends and performance of several Asian countries, and identified strategies for the monitoring and assessment of safety conditions and performance at level crossings. Importantly, it suggested methods (such as risk assessment) for prioritizing the upgrading of safety assurance and warning systems for level crossings, and identified cost-effective technical solutions for the physical protection of level crossings against road vehicle encroachments.

The paper observes the deteriorating level crossing safety standards and performance of a number of Asian railway systems. It concludes that reversal of this trend will depend very much upon the ability of the managements of those systems to work co-operatively with their employees, with the road user community, and with other railway systems to find cost-effective and lasting solutions to level crossing safety problems.

The author gratefully acknowledges the support and encouragement given to him by ESCAP for the preparation of this paper.   

