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SUMMARY

The presentation illustrates how the UK railway safety regime has developed since it was first implemented to deal with the privatisation of British Rail in 1994.The safety case regime has evolved to deal with the complexities of regulating a diverse and dynamic industry. The railway safety case regime has not developed in isolation, it has built upon experience gained from other permissioning regimes dealing with the offshore oil industry, chemical and nuclear installations, which are also regulated by HSE. It has also carried forward many of the recommendations made following, public inquiries into major accidents on the railways within the UK and events, which have occurred in the international railway community. The railway safety case regulations form an integral part of the ‘railway life cycle’ management process, enabling railway operators to clearly demonstrate how they assess risks associated with railway operations; place the appropriate control measures in place and manage safety. The regulator has an effective ‘tool’ for monitoring and bringing about an improvement programme for management of safety within the UK railway industry.

