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Summary

Canada’s rail system covers thousands of miles and some of the most challenging terrain in the world.  Over the past few years, there have been a number of accidents and incidents involving landslides and washouts including some loss of life and serious injury.  A number of these events have been investigated by Canada’s Transportation Safety Board, resulting in recommendations to Canada’s Department of Transport and the Canadian rail industry.  By 1998, the Department of Transport had started to develop a multi-facetted effort to address such risks more systematically.  This approach included not only the industry and the regulator, but also non-railway experts in academia.  The most recent result of this approach was a symposium on landslide and washout risk mitigation, aimed at developing concrete actions in the short and medium-term.  This paper and presentation will describe the status of these efforts, and the results of this Symposium.
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